
Thank You!
The Aquinas College Foundation 
Inc. Council would like to thank 
and acknowledge the support 
of our very generous school 
community throughout 2016/17.  
Your ongoing support of the 
Foundation enables Aquinas 
College to continue to offer 
the best possible facilities and 
learning environment for our 
boys and to provide for more 
outstanding young men to 
access and enjoy the benefits of 
an Aquinas education.
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Jonas Aranda (’13) competing for Harvard University
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Welcome 

Message from the Chair

I am delighted to update you on 
the status of the Aquinas College 
Foundation, set up exclusively to 
support Aquinas College for the 
benefit of both present and future 
boys attending the College. Our focus 
is very clear: fundraising and fund 
management are our priorities, and I 
am proud to report that progress has 
been made on many fronts over the 
past year. 

Endowment Fund 
This is a large amount of money 
conservatively invested to provide 
monetary support for student 
scholarships and allowances. We pride 
ourselves on being able to grow this 
corpus of funds through prudent 
investments, while at the same time 
providing much needed monetary 
support for boys to experience an 
Aquinas College education. The inflow 
of money for the Endowment Fund is 
derived from the upfront fee paid by 
parents at the time of enrolment to 
confirm admission, as well as earnings 
from investments. Our clear strategy 
for this fund is to continue to grow 
the funds invested each year so the 
College can provide significantly more 
scholarships into the future. 

Building Fund  
These funds are collected annually 
via a tax-deductible contribution 
from parents and other stakeholders 
principally to assist the College 
in undertaking its vital building 
maintenance and expansion program.  
This program is extremely important 
for current and future generations of 
Aquinians.  Your contributions have 
been wisely invested, helping to build 
many important educational facilities 
within the College environs in recent 
years.  I cannot over emphasize the 
importance of these funds and I 
encourage all parents to contribute to 
this tax-deductible $500 per annum 
donation.  It is vital that we provide 
future students of Aquinas with the 
same wonderful facilities that our boys 
currently enjoy, which were built by 
equally generous people over many 
generations.

Bequests 
This is a revitalised initiative to 
formally invite old boys and all 
members of the community to 
think about making a donation to 
the Aquinas College Foundation 
in your Will. This is your legacy, an 
opportunity to shape the education 
of future generations of Aquinas 
boys. We are very pleased to be the 
group entrusted to look after these 
funds on behalf of our most generous 
philanthropists. 

Encouraging philanthropy is a key 
objective of your Foundation. For 
years, the Aquinas community has seen 
people ready to respond to situations 
where they can see a genuine need for 
assistance, and where the potential for 
a rewarding outcome is evident.  The 
Foundation is this type of organisation, 
persistently helping the College for the 
exclusive benefit of present and future 
boys.  Our job is to show you the 
value of our work, encourage you to 
contribute and help you to feel good 
about making a significant difference 
to our young boys, the leaders of 
tomorrow.  Thank you for your 
continued generosity.

Peter Bowler 
Chairman,  
Aquinas College Foundation Inc.



3

Foundation 
News

Your Foundation Council 
The Aquinas College Foundation 
is overseen by a dedicated and 
committed Council:  

Peter Bowler  
Chairman

Peter was raised on a family owned 
pastoral property in Queensland.  
Following completion of secondary 
school, he graduated from Marcus 
Oldham College with a Diploma 
in Farm Management. In 1987, he 
purchased a large pastoral station in 
Western Australia and managed this 
enterprise with his wife, Robyn, for 10 
years, before selling to an international 
gold mining company.  This transitioned 
into being the founding Managing 
Director of two public listed gold 
companies.  In 2015, after 8 years 
at the helm, Peter relinquished his 
role as Managing Director to pursue 
opportunities in agriculture.  In 2013, 
he and his wife, Robyn, bought back 
and currently run the original family 

pastoral company in Queensland, 
running beef cattle.  Peter’s two adult 
sons attended Aquinas.

Julian Lodge 
Deputy Chairman

Julian is the Chief Executive Officer 
of Primewest.  He has over 22 
years’ experience in the property 
industry with particular capabilities in 
property development and the asset 
management of property investments.  
Julian’s focus lies with the management 
of Primewest and the optimum 
performance of each of its assets.  He 
is a board member of the Western 
Australian Property Council Divisional 
Council and the Property Education 
Foundation of WA.  Julian currently has 
one son at Aquinas.

Michael Hughes (‘75) 
Chairman AC Board and 
Foundation Councillor

Michael is the director of Michael 
Hughes Legal Pty Ltd.  He has 
practiced law for more than 35 years, 
initially in a national law firm, and 

subsequently in boutique law firms.  
He has acted for local, national and 
international clients and in many cases 
for more than 25 years.  Michael is 
the Chairman of the Board of Aquinas 
College, and a Board member of 
Catholic Homes Inc (WA).  Michael’s 
three adult sons attended Aquinas.

Carolyn Walker 
Foundation Councillor

Carolyn Walker is a Stakeholder and 
Community Engagement Consultant 
with an extensive background in 
journalism, stakeholder engagement, 
media, crisis and issues management 
spanning 30 years. As the proprietor 
of Carolyn Walker Public Relations 
since 1995, her key work involves 
managing stakeholder engagement 
for Main Roads throughout WA. She 
also undertakes consultancy work for 
other State public sector organisations, 
private companies and local 
government authorities. She has been 
involved in fundraising for the Ovarian 
Cancer Foundation for 5 years, and 
other community groups over several 
years. Her son Timothy graduated from 
Aquinas in 2012.
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Ashley Bacon 
Foundation Councillor

Ashley comes from a farming 
background in Cunderdin in the 
central wheat belt.  He was a boarder 
at Aquinas, graduating in 1992, before 
going on to study Agricultural Science 
and Management at UWA.  Ashley is 
strongly connected to the agricultural 
industry today with his two businesses: 
Kalyx (agricultural research) and 
Plum Grove (grain marketing).  Ashley 
currently has two sons at Aquinas, with 
a third son starting in 2018.

Caroline Bryndzej 
Foundation Councillor

Caroline is the Donor Relations & 
Estates Co-ordinator for the Cancer 
Council, Western Australia, and has 
over 20 years’ experience in service 
delivery, contract management and 
relationship management within the 
aviation and not-for-profit sectors.  
Specialising in business development, 
planned giving and relationship 
management, Caroline has a proven 
ability to increase income bases and 
communities of support.  Caroline 
currently has one son at Aquinas.

Matthew Noonan-Crowe (’99) 
Foundation Councillor

Matthew graduated from Aquinas 
College in 1999, and graduated from 
the University of Western Australia 
with a Bachelor of Laws and a 
Bachelor of Commerce (majoring 
in Corporate Finance).  Admitted 
to the Supreme Court of Western 

Australia in 2007, Matthew is a Partner 
at Valenti Lawyers.  He has a broad 
range of experience in commercial 
law and extensive experience in 
the area of commercial litigation.  
Matthew is the President of the Old 
Aquinians’ Association and a member 
of the Parish Pastoral Council of 
St Columba’s, South Perth.  He is 
passionate about the benefits of an 
Aquinas College education.  Matthew’s 
interests include travel, music, 
gardening, finance, architecture and 
design.

David McFadden 
Headmaster,  Aquinas College

David is an ex-officio member of the 
Aquinas College Foundation Council.

Louise Symonds 
Executive Officer
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Alumni Annual Giving Appeal
Aquinas College depends on the generosity of the entire College 
community to achieve its commitment to providing a vibrant learning 
environment that motivates each boy to define and develop his unique 
talents.

This year’s Annual Giving Appeal offers the choice of contributing to either 
the Aquinas College Foundation Building Fund – for the maintenance and 
upgrading of our educational buildings and facilities – or the Scholarship 
Program – providing more opportunities for boys to enjoy an Aquinas 
education 

Thank you to the past, present and future community members who have 
so generously supported the 2017 Appeal to date.  Your participation 
makes a real difference to the life of our College.

It’s not too late to contribute!  
Contributions to any of our 2017 Appeals can still be made by visiting our College Online Store and selecting the 
relevant Appeal from the drop down menu, or by contacting Louise Symonds in the Foundation Office on telephone 
08 9450 0799 or email foundation@aquinas.wa.edu.au

Note: All contributions will be recognised in the Autumn edition of the Fish.

2017 Activities
Parent Building Fund 
Appeal
The Annual Building Fund Appeal 
continues to be the cornerstone 
of philanthropy at Aquinas College.  
Thank you to the many families who 
have contributed to the 2017 Appeal.  
Your generosity helps us to maintain 
and update our educational facilities 
for the benefit of both current and 
future students.

With your continued support, we 
can ensure a lasting legacy for future 
generations of Aquinas boys.

Aquinas prides itself on the quality 
of the wonderful men we have 
produced over many generations, 
men who value the College 
community throughout their lives.

We welcome all members of the 
Aquinas community to support 
the College into the future by 
remembering Aquinas in your Will.  
Over the years, we have received 
numerous gifts, which have helped 
to make Aquinas College the great 
school it is today.

The Veritas Society has been 
established to acknowledge and 
honour members of the Aquinas 

College community who make 
provision for the College in their 
Will.  Members receive a Veritas 
Society pin and maintain a close 
connection with the College by 
way of special events throughout 
the year.

For further information about 
leaving a gift in your Will and the 
Veritas Society, please contact the 
Foundation Office.

Leaving your legacy with a gift  
in your Will

mailto:foundation%40aquinas.wa.edu.au?subject=
https://quickweb.westpac.com.au/OnlinePaymentServlet2?communityCode=ISQWEB&currencyCode=AUD&supplierBusinessCode=AQUINAS
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Boarding life is now significantly better 
at Aquinas College. Thank you to all 
the families who have generously 
supported our Boarding Appeal since 
its launch in late 2016.

Proof that your contributions have 
already had a direct impact on 
boarding community life can be seen 
in the completion of the new boarding 
house and supervisor’s residence 
and the refurbishment of Gibney 
House.  With the Pinder Boor House 
refurbishment currently underway and 
Nunan House earmarked to start in 
2018, there is still much to do.  

Our 2017/18 Boarding Appeal is 
now underway and we’d love you to 
support us via one of these options:

Option 1:  Make a cash donation 
by visiting our Online Store on the 

College Website and selecting ‘ACF 
Building Fund-Boarding Appeal’ from 
the drop down menu).  All donations 
to the Building Fund are tax deductible 
under the name of Aquinas College 
Foundation Inc. Building Fund’ ABN 
93 078 219 075, with tax receipts 
provided.

Option 2:  Nominate ‘Aquinas 
College Foundation Inc Development 
Fund, Grower No. 40416984’ as the 
recipient of some of the proceeds of 
your grain this harvest.  For further 
information about making a grain 
donation, please visit our website at 
www.aquinas.wa.edu.au or contact 
Louise Symonds at foundation@
aquinas.wa.edu.au.

With your help, we can ensure 
the best possible facilities for our 
boarders.

Generous Farmers Help Improve Boarding Life

http://
mailto:foundation%40aquinas.wa.edu.au?subject=
mailto:foundation%40aquinas.wa.edu.au?subject=
https://quickweb.westpac.com.au/OnlinePaymentServlet2?communityCode=ISQWEB&currencyCode=AUD&supplierBusinessCode=AQUINAS
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During our many years as parents at 
Aquinas College we have watched our 
son Luke benefit from the facilities 
and buildings that are a legacy from 
the generosity of generations of past 
parents and old boys. 

While we had no prior connection 
with Aquinas before Luke commenced 
in Year 4, we have felt very comfortable 
from the beginning that it was the 
right decision to send him here. 

Consequently, we have chosen to 
donate to the Aquinas College 
Foundation Building Fund each year - 
we consider it a privilege to have him 
attend Aquinas – and it feels good to 
know that our contributions form a 
small part in ensuring that the next 
generation of Aquinas boys will also 

be able to enjoy the best possible 
facilities.

We would encourage all members of 
the Aquinas community to donate if 
they can, so that you too can pass on 
the legacy to future generations. 

Why we give: 
Julia and Bernard 
Schortinghuis
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“I am very thankful to have known 
Terry and Nell Bourke who assisted 
me through the Terry Bourke 
Scholarship. They are the purest 
form of kindness and generosity 
that this world has, and without 

them I would not have had the 
Aquinas experience that I was so 
fortunate to be given.”

What brought you to Aquinas?
I was drawn to Aquinas because I 
believed it offered students a holistic 
education - a school where I could 
excel in my academic pursuits as well 
as my extra-curricular endeavours 
– and I had heard so many great
stories from current students at the
time.  I knew Aquinas was the perfect
environment for me to grow as a
person, in all facets of my life. 

What were your first 
impressions of Aquinas?
As a young teenager, my first day 
at Aquinas was daunting, but any 
nervousness quickly faded. From day 
one, Aquinas surrounds you with a 
support network of staff and students 
alike who go out of their way to 
make sure you feel comfortable and 
welcome. I felt safe from day one, 
knowing that if I ever needed guidance, 
there would always be someone to 
assist me.

How do you remember 
student life at Aquinas?
I have very fond memories of student 
life during my 5 years at Aquinas. 
Every day brought something new 
and exciting. School isn’t easy, and I 
don’t believe it is meant to be, but 
having a great group of friends to work 
with made the world of difference. I 
remember gruelling calculus, physics 
and chemistry problems, courtyard 
lunch conversations, running the Mt 
Henry peninsula countless times, the 
house carnivals - everything combined 
to form one unforgettable time at 
Aquinas.

Profile -  
Jonas Aranda (’13) 

Scholarships
Helping the College provide 
significantly more scholarships 
in the future is a critical goal 
for your Foundation.  This 
will be achieved through the 
prudent management of our 
Endowment Fund capital, as 
well as fundraising initiatives 
such as the Foundation’s 2016 
“Night of Treasures” Ball, which 
resulted in more than $60,000 
for the College’s Scholarship and 
Allowances Program. 

Over the years, many 
exceptional young men and 
their families have enjoyed the 
life-changing gift of an Aquinas 
scholarship.  We recently spoke 
to Jonas Aranda (’13), recipient 
of the Terry Bourke Scholarship, 
and asked him to tell us his 
scholarship story.  Jonas is proof 
that an Aquinas Scholarship can 
take you far.
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Does any event during your 
time at Aquinas stand out 
from the rest?
There were so many moments for me. 
The 2013 PSA Athletic Championships 
would have to be the highlight. My last 
year coincided with my brother’s first 
year, so we were able to watch each 
other race.  It had been a while since 
we had the opportunity to do so. For 
me, it was a big day of racing consisting 
of the 1500m, 4x400m, 800m and 
400m and to this day stands as the 

most I have had to push myself in 
one day. While coming away with the 
individual wins was special, being able 
to captain the team and lead them 
throughout the entire season was an 
honour.

In an entirely different arena, the 
Year 11 retreat was one of the most 
powerful moments of self-discovery 
that I have experienced so far, while 
my involvement in the Aged Care 
Program as a volunteer taught me 
the immense value of small acts of 
kindness in the lives of others.

Do you still feel a connection 
to Aquinas?
I will always feel a connection to 
Aquinas. Studying in the United States 
has its challenges in terms of keeping 
in contact with people, but I am always 
eager to find out what everyone is up 
to back home. When I return home 
for visits, catching up with old Aquinas 
boys is always a high priority. Aquinas 
was the place that gave me so many 
opportunities, so I will always feel the 
need to give back to a school that did 
so much for me.

Where did your motivation to 
achieve come from?
This was most definitely from my 
parents.  From a young age, my two 
siblings and I were encouraged to 
strive for nothing short of our best. 
However, while motivation from 
your parents is definitely important, 
undeniably it must also come from 
within. It must come from an internal 

desire to want to make oneself a 
better person, a desire to explore 
areas outside of your comfort zone.  
Personally, I achieved this by setting 
high goals for myself. While I did 
not always achieve every single goal 
immediately, I was able to use it as 
motivation going forward.

Do you hold values in your 
life/work/study that you think 
come from your school days?
Throughout my years at Aquinas, I 
valued working hard and having a 
balanced lifestyle. I have continued to 
develop these values and there is no 
doubt that Aquinas assisted in forming 
the foundations for these values 
to flourish. Presently, I have a very 
succinct list of values I live by: growth, 
friendship, happiness, knowledge, 
service and balance. Mostly, everything 
that I value can be connected in some 
way to these six values.

What have you done in the 
years since leaving school?
It has definitely been an exciting time 
since I left Aquinas. I was fortunate to 
be accepted into Harvard University 
to continue my pursuit of academic 
and athletic excellence. I began my 
course of study in 2014 and I am 
set to graduate in May 2018. Initially, 
I jumped around between various 
majors, before finally settling on 
Physics, with a particular focus on 
the Astrophysics side of things. On 
top of this, I compete for Harvard 
in the middle distance events (800m, 
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1500m and mile) and have been given 
the amazing opportunity to travel 
around the United States, as well as 
overseas, competing against some of 
the best runners in the world. While 
the combination of track running and 
academic study has by no means been 
easy, it has allowed me to become 
more accountable and simply better at 
managing my time.  

Are you a believer in school 
scholarships?
I do believe in scholarships, as they 
give assistance to ensure that everyone 
can have the same opportunities. 
Scholarships are a great privilege 
and you are expected to continue to 
work hard. I am very thankful to have 
known Terry and Nell Bourke who 
assisted me through the Terry Bourke 
Scholarship. They are the purest form 
of kindness and generosity that this 
world has, and without them, I would 

not have had the Aquinas experience 
that I was so fortunate to be given.

What does the future hold for 
you?
Following my Harvard graduation next 
year - and a relaxing break back home 
- my plan is to land a full time job on
the West Coast of America, most likely
in Los Angeles or San Francisco, and to
make my home there for at least the
near future. I am also in the process
of working on a business opportunity
with one of my room mates, which we
will continue to develop throughout
the year. Regardless of my results over
the next year, I want to keep running
because competition is something I
really enjoy and I want to keep fit and
healthy.  I have plans to go to Kenya
over the Christmas break for some
volunteer work with the locals, while
also running at the high altitude-
training village in Iten. Obtaining a

solo skydiving license and a paragliding 
license are also on the cards

Do you have any concluding 
thoughts you would like to 
convey?
Cherish your time at Aquinas, take 
what you learn and build on it. Ask 
questions, listen to others, have a 
thirst for knowledge, do not settle 
for complacency and leave all doors 
open. Surround yourself with people 
who challenge you to be better. Most 
importantly, find a balance in your life. 
Find time to have fun, to relax and to 
spend quality time with yourself to 
reflect on the events of each day. I urge 
anyone who wants to reach out to me 
with questions or just for a chat to 
email me at jonasmaxaranda@college.
harvard.edu. I am always happy to be a 
resource for anyone.

mailto:jonasmaxaranda%40college.harvard.edu?subject=
mailto:jonasmaxaranda%40college.harvard.edu?subject=
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Our Foundation has worked with the 
Class of 2017 to start a new tradition 
at the College that will provide an 
incredible opportunity for a future 
student, putting our core value 
“Service with Generosity” into action.

It has been customary at Aquinas 
College for every Leaving class to raise 
funds for a parting gift to the College, 
which has resulted in many wonderful 
gifts over the years.  But this year, the 
Class of 2017 will become the first 
class to provide the gift of an Aquinas 
College education for another boy.

The “Class of 2017 Scholarship” 
will provide a half-scholarship for a 
student to attend Aquinas College 
in years 11 & 12, commencing in 
2018.  Participation is voluntary, but 

each student is asked to consider a 
contribution of $50 this year.  Families 
who would like to contribute more 
are welcome to do so.

Following graduation, the Aquinas 
College Foundation will write to 
each student and his family – in 2018 
and again in 2019 – asking them to 
contribute a further $50 to cover the 
2-year half-scholarship, resulting in a
total contribution of $150 over three
years – around $1 per week.

A plaque commemorating the Class 
of 2017 Scholarship will be hung in 
a prominent location on the College 
grounds, and will take pride of place as 
the first of many Year 12 Scholarship 
gifts.

Congratulations to the Class of 2017.  
Your generosity has the power to 
change a life and will leave an enduring 
legacy.

New tradition sparked by Class of 2017 
Scholarship Gift

Foundation  
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Contact the Foundation

58 Mount Henry Road,  
Salter Point WA 6152
T:  08 9450 0799
E:  foundation@aquinas.wa.edu.au

mailto:foundation%40aquinas.a.edu.au?subject=

